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REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 6
BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

November 9, 2011
1. Call to order. The LIX, 7th, 1157th regular meeting, held at the Goshen Center School, was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Mr. Tanner, Chairman. 

Board of Education members present: Mr. Barrett, Mr. Brady, Mr. Larson, Ms. Fedewa, Mrs. Jerrykitz, Mr. Tanner, and Mr. Sanders. Absent: Mr. Geremia and Mr. Coutu. Also present: Mr. Drapp, Interim Superintendent and Mrs. Turner, Principal, Goshen Center School.

Mr. Coutu moved that items 7.1 and 7.2 be moved to the top of the agenda and taken up at this time. The motion was seconded by Ms. Fedewa and carried unanimously. 
2. Consent Agenda.

2.1
Approval of Board of Education minutes of October 12, 2011.


2.2
Approval of Finance Committee minutes of October 12, 2011.


2.3
Approval of Board of Education special meeting minutes of October 12, 2011.


2.4
Approval of Curriculum Committee minutes of October 25, 2011


2.5
Approval of Facilities Committee minutes of October 26, 2011

Mr. Sanders moved that the Board of Education accept and approve the minutes as listed (2.1-2.3) re Consent Agenda. The motion was seconded by Mr. Brady and carried unanimously. 

3. Committee Reports.

            3.1
Ag-Ed Advisory. The Ag-Ed Open House was being held on November 9, 2011 and the next meeting of Ag-Ed Advisory Committee would be held November 21, 2011.

            3.2
Cable TV Advisory Board. This committee has not met since the last Board of Education meeting. 
3.4       Communications. Mr. Drapp provided an update on the status of the annual report.  The


next meeting of the committee has been scheduled for November 30, 2011. 

3.5
Curriculum. Mr. Drapp noted that the committee met on October 25, and the minutes of

the meeting was in each Board members packet.  The next meeting will be held January 25, 2012.

3.5       Education Connection. The meeting scheduled for November 3, 2011 had been


cancelled.  The next meeting is scheduled for December 1, 2012.
3.6       Facilities. Mr. Drapp reported that the committee had met October 26th.  He noted some

 
of the items discussed.  The next meeting will be held January 25, 2012.
3.7        Finance.  Mr. Barrett noted that the committee met prior to this meeting.  He discussed
 
the report for the members of the Board.
3.8 Policy. Mr. Brady reported that the committee has not met since the last Board meeting.  The next meeting is scheduled for November 15, 2011.
3.9 Negotiations.  It was noted that the committee met with teachers recently (Nov. 8).  The next meeting dates are December 5 and 8, 2011.
4. Comments from district citizens in attendance. None at this time.
5. Communications to the Board.  Mr. Drapp noted that the application for forming a co-op hockey team with Housatonic Valley Regional High School and Northwestern Regional High School has been approved.  Hockey will now be added to the list of athletic options for students.
6. Personnel Matters
Mr. Barrett moved that the Regional School District No. 6 Board of Education approve the tuition benefits for the Interim Superintendent, Mr. Drapp as written in the previous superintendent contract.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Sanders and carried unanimously.
An amendment will be added to the Interim Superintendent’s contract.
7.
Report by the Interim Superintendent of Schools




            7.1
Early Childhood Education Program


The members of the Board and others went to the preschool room for a presentation by

Mrs. Domonell and Mrs. Martin on the Wamogo Early Learning Center.  The program is currently held at Goshen Center School but is open to all students in the district.    There are 17 students enrolled in the program. Of the 17 students 15 attend the program daily from 1:00 p.m. to 3:25 p.m. And 10 students are on a waiting list.  

Staff to student ratios was discussed and it is felt that we are at capacity at this time.

An overview of what the State Board of Education is expecting from this type of program. 
Involving other community preschool programs by sharing curricular resources and expertise was discussed.  By doing this it will help to ensure that other students are ready when they enter Kindergarten. 

There is an integrated curriculum and that personal, social; language and motor skills are all part of the program.   Studies and research show that speech and language is the largest indicator in reading success of younger children.
A committee was formed to look at the vision of the preschool program.  There is representation from each school.  A brochure was also developed to and is each school building and town halls.  A letter was mailed to all the area preschools inviting them to join us in some forums so that we could all be collectively on board for what we want for our younger students.
A possible more centralized location was discussed along with extending the times of the program.  Possibly designating certain days for 3 year and 4 year olds was also discussed.
The preschool should be seen as an active and integral part of the school community.  
Mr. Drapp noted that this program will be included as part of our budget discussions.

A short recess was called.  Time:  7:55 p.m.

The meeting was called back to order at 8:01 p.m.


7.2
Administrator’s Report.  Mrs. Turner, Principal, Goshen Center School



Mr. Drapp introduced Mrs. Turner who reported on the first year results of the SRBI

 

model.
Mrs. Turner reviewed data from the 2010-2011 school year.  Instituting this program last year has been highly successful and students will continue to be followed in order to gather data on the effectiveness of the program.  Students who had not met goal continue to be serviced this year either through regular education interventions or have been referred to PPT and continue services delivered by our special services teacher or reading teachers.  Student’s progress are monitored and assessed every 6-8 weeks.

7.3
Enrollment Report – as of November 1, 2011 



Mr. Drapp reviewed the current enrollment report comparing this year to last year’s



actual numbers.

7.4
FTY Budget Transfers



Mr. Drapp stated that budget transfers will be postponed until next month when final

 

numbers are determined in the audit.


7.5
Assign Medicaid Fund Balance

Mr. Drapp explained the new accounting rules (GASB 54) that required the Board to commit or assign the fund balance of special funds 


Mr. Sanders moved that the Regional School District No. 6 Board of Education classify

 
the Medicaid Fund fund balance as assigned, and to designate the superintendent or 

designee as the authority to assign amounts to be used for specific purposes.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Brady and carried unanimously.

7.6
Approval of Warrants

Mr. Barrett moved that the Board of Education approve the warrants #1044, 1045, 1048 and 1150 as presented.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Sanders and carried unanimously.


7.7
Storm Updates-Implications & Plan to reschedule missed days



Mr. Drapp reported on the number of days lost due to Tropical Storm Irene and Storm

 Alfred.  We are currently at 6 missed staff and or student days.  School would dismiss on June 18, 2012 if there were no additional snow days. The Board discussed possible make up days available.

Mr. Barrett moved that the Regional School District No. 6 Board of Education have full school days on January 2, 2012, February 17, 2012 and March 9, 2012.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Sanders and carried unanimously.

7.8
Upcoming Events

· November 11, 2011
Veterans’ Day Breakfast

· November 22, 2011
“Celebration of Teachers & Teaching”

· December 1, 2011
“Choose Character Over Bullying”

· 7:00 p.m. Wamogo Auditorium
8. Comments from district citizens in attendance. Mr. Tanner notified the Board that he was recently elected to the Board of Finance in Warren.  The will be resigning his position on the Board of Education.  
9. Adjournment.  There being no further business to come before this meeting, Mr. Sanders moved to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Mr. Brady and carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:36 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,








Marilyn W. Birkett, Clerk
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